Jesus’ Passion
In Words & Prayer
Jesus suffering, death and Resurrection are also the
pattern for our lives. Like Him, through suffering, we
are challenged to remain faithful to a God Who loves
us and will meet us on the other side of death with
the joy of new life. Death ends our earthly life, and
then our eternal life with God begins.

Palm Sunday
Scripture: The crowds shouted, “Blessed is
the one who comes in the name of the Lord!...
”Pilate said to the crowd, “What should I do with
Jesus?” They all said, “Let Him be
crucified!” (St. Matthew 21:9; 27:22)
Prayer: Jesus, like the crowds today we

praise You Who came to save us. Help us to
remain firm and faithful, not turning on You as
they did to demand Your death. You alone are
our hope for life!

Holy Thursday
Scripture: He took bread, gave thanks, broke
it and gave it to them, saying, “This is My Body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance
of Me.” (St. Luke 22:19)
Prayer: Jesus we remember how You gave

Yourself completely to us, sharing Yourself as
the bread and wine that sustain our lives. Fill us
with Your life so that we might also become food
that gives life to others.

Good Friday
Scripture: No one has greater love than this,
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are
My friends. (St. John 15:13-14)
Prayer: Jesus, Your suffering was not just

meaningless agony, but meaningful because You
freely chose to give Yourself completely and
remain faithful to the hope for God’s new way of
living for all. Help us also to give ourselves so
that others might live more fully too.

Easter Vigil

Scripture: Then He said to Thomas, “Put
your finger here and see My Hands. Reach out
your hand and put it in My Side. Do not doubt
but believe.” (St. John 20:27)
Prayer: Jesus, Your new Resurrected way of

life encourages us to believe more firmly that
God will also love us through our death into a
new and eternal life. Help us to put aside our
doubts and trust You and Your promise of new life.

The Sanctuary Lamp
The Sanctuary Lamp near our
Tabernacle burns this week in
Loving Memory of

WALTER JANKOWSKI
THE CROSS AND
THE RESURRECTION

“The Paschal Mystery is Christ at
the summit of the revelation of the
inscrutable mystery of God. It is
precisely then that the words pronounced in
the Upper Room are completely fulfilled:
‘He who has seen Me has seen the Father.’
In fact, Christ, Whom the Father ‘did not
spare’ for the sake of man and Who in His
Passion and in the torment of the Cross did
not obtain human mercy, has revealed in
His Resurrection the fullness of the love
that the Father has for Him and, in Him, for
all people. ’He is not God of the dead, but
of the living.’ In His Resurrection Christ has
revealed the God of merciful love, precisely
because He accepted the Cross as the way
to the Resurrection.”
Dives in Misericordia, St. John Paul II ...

JESUS, SON OF GOD
MAN OF SORROWS
“He was despised and rejected by
men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted
with grief…. He was despised, and we
esteemed Him not.”Isaiah 53:3
“He came unto His own, and His
own received Him not….”John 1:11
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son; that whosoever believes in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.”John 3:16

From the Desk of Monsignor Mathers
My Dear Parishioners,
Last year, the “Little Black Book” published some “Tips About Prayer” that are worth
remembering. These “Tips” are very useful during Lent, when the Church recommends
prayer, fasting, and charity as strong supports for your desire to change your life and
grow in your relationship with the Lord. However, since prayer isn’t limited to Lent,
these “Tips” can help you pray better at any time of the year. That’s why I’ve
summarized and adapted some of the “Tips” below, so they’re all in one place, and can be used as a
reference to help your personal prayer, and also as a blessing you can share with others.

THE BEST WAY TO LEARN HOW TO PRAY ISPRAY
Prayer isn’t complicated. God made you for prayer. So, you’re a natural when it comes to praying. It’s
natural for you to bond with God through prayer. You just need to do it. If you want to pray, then, pray!

PRAYER SHOULD BE ENJOYABLE

Even in difficult times, prayer should be enjoyable. What can you do to make your prayer more
enjoyable? You can pray in a special place, you can pray before a compelling image of Our Lord, Our Lady,
or one of the Saints. You can also use inspiring forms of prayer like the Rosary, the Stations of the Cross,
or a Novena.

DON’T BE AFRAID TO PRAY ABOUT YOUR FEELINGS AND EVERYTHING ELSE

Talk to God about your feelings at the moment. For example, if you’re angry, even with God, tell Him.
There’s no subject and no part of your life that’s inappropriate to bring to prayer. Prayer isn’t an
exchange of information. It’s an intimate conversation with the Lord that helps you get to know Him
and yourself better.

SOMETIMES IT’S HARD TO PRAY, SO REGULAR PRAYER HELPS A LOT

Even when you know that prayer is natural and enjoyable, you can still find it hard to start praying.
Thinking about where you pray might help. For example, is your TV or Cell Phone on? Are there
distractions that take your attention away from the Lord? Having a regular prayer schedule or praying
at a special time of the day helps make the rhythm of prayer a part of your life.

DON’T PASS UP UNEXPECTED OR UNSCHEDULED OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER

At times, you may be inspired to pray without intending or thinking about it. Don’t put these inspirations
on hold! Prayer is an opportunity to lift up your mind and your heart to God. Since God is always with
you, you can pray to Him anywhere and at any time. Some of your best experiences of prayer happen
naturally, at unexpected or unscheduled times in your life.

WHEN YOU PRAY, REALLY PRAY

This applies mostly to prayers you say in public like praying at Mass, praying before a meal or praying
before a meeting. Don’t “perform” your prayers for others to hear, or pray because that’s what you are
supposed to do. Instead, remind yourself that whether you pray in public or in private, you’re talking
directly to God.

DON’T LET PRAYERS GET BETWEEN YOU AND GOD

The purpose of praying isn’t “saying prayers.” Sometimes you can be overly concerned about the
amount of prayers you say or the amount of time you spend in prayer. Don’t let “saying your prayers”
get in the way of opening your mind, heart, and life to God’s presence whenever you pray.

WHAT’S A GOOD INDICATOR THAT YOUR PRAYER IS “WORKING”?

At times, your prayer doesn’t have immediate results. This doesn’t mean that you’re prayers aren’t
important, or don’t bring you into God’s presence. In fact, when you start to become more aware of
God’s presence in others, in the world around you, and in your daily routine, it’s a sure sign that prayer’s
working to help you grow in trust and love of the Lord.
I’d like to end with a quote from St. Francis de Sales about the importance of regular, daily prayer:
“Every Christian needs a half-hour of prayer each day, except when he is busy, then he needs an hour.”
Sincerely in Christ,
Msgr. Douglas J. Mathers
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ALL MASSES ARE ON DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
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For Our Parishioners
+William D. Wagner
+Albert Heidenwolf
+Stephen Manning & Family
+Cresente G. Amador
MARCH 12, 2018
+Marie Louise Andrei
+Michael Fein
+Aida Ramos Marte
+Maria Valdivia

TUESDAY, MARCH 13, 2018
7:00am
8:15am
12:10pm
5:30pm

+Joseph Sniadecki
+Richard M. Cashin
+Raymond Mc Grane
+Carolyn Roque

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14, 2018

7:00am
+Frank Pisani
8:15am
+Ellen Hernon
12:10pm
+Walter Jankowski
5:30pm
+Aldo Portolano
THURSDAY, MARCH 15, 2018
7:00am
+Marie Louise Andrei
8:15am
+Rose & Andrew Gull
12:10pm
+William D. Wagner
5:30pm
+Maria Mallus

FRIDAY, MARCH 16, 2018
7:00am
8:15am
12:10pm
5:30pm

+John W. Kelliher
+Gail R. Schipski
+Ethel Talabovich
+Marie Germaine Theriault

SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2018 ST. PATRICK
8:15am
12:10pm
5:30pm

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
2018 THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
2017 THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

$6,948
$7,562

THANK YOU! WE ARE GRATEFUL TO THOSE WHO USE OUR
ENVELOPE SYSTEM. LET US KNOW IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE
OFFERING ENVELOPES THROUGH THE MAIL.

Intentions of Brigid O’Connor
+Peter Gaine
Living & Deceased Members of the Kiely Family
(Vigil for Sunday)

Prayer Requests
FOR OUR SICK: SABRINA BERTUCCI, MURIEL BRAIND,
MARY GOLDSTEIN, RENEE SOMMERS
FOR OUR DECEASED: JOHN KASSIS, LAURA MONTALBAN,
COLIN VINT
Please call the Parish House to have a Parishioner’s name placed on
this list. Check to see if someone who is ill consents to having their
name published. We only publish the names of recently deceased.

