The Sanctuary Lamp

SACRIFICE
OUR PARISH

LENTEN MITE BOXES

The Sanctuary Lamp near our...
Tabernacle burns this week
In Loving Memory of

MARY & JOHN JENNERJAHN

STATIONS

Like the Widow’s mite, these boxes
are small, but the sacrificial offerings
collected in them are a great benefit to
our needy brothers and sisters who are
served by the BREAD OF LIFE FOOD PANTRY.
LENTEN MITE BOXES are available in
the Church and a supply is also kept in our
Parish Office.
Please return your MITE BOX either
to the Sacristy or Parish House by
Palm Sunday, March 25th. Thank You.

OF THE
CROSS

STATIONS

CROSS are

celebrated by our Parish Family
every Friday Evening in Lent,
after the 5:30pm Mass.

A PRAYER
FOR LENT

Easter Flowers
On Easter Sunday and throughout the

Easter Season, our altar and parish church will be
decorated with beautiful Easter Flowers.
Parishioners who wish to remember a
living or deceased parent, relative or friend
are invited to make a donation to our parish
EASTER FLOWER FUND during the Easter
Season. The customary donation is $15.00.
Special Easter Flower Offering envelopes
have been sent to our Parishioners with their
regular monthly envelopes. Although the
Easter Flower Envelopes are dated, they may
be brought in at any time. A supply of these
envelopes will also be available at the doors
of the church.
What a meaningful way to remember
those you love at Easter!

OF THE

MERCIFUL FATHER, send
your Holy Spirit upon me this
Lent to guide my life by the
light of the Gospel.
May I set aside all that stops me from
taking up my Cross and following Jesus.
May my prayer, self-denial and acts of
charity lead me closer to You and
deepen my compassion for my suffering
brothers and sisters.
Revive in me a lively sense of the Divine
Gifts of faith, hope, and charity so that,
whatever the circumstances in my life,
I will trust in Your everlasting care.
Amen.

THE STATIONS

OF THE

CROSS

Our Catholic Faith has a rich treasury of powerful prayers
that help us understand who we are, what we believe and how we
should live. One of these prayers is called “The Stations of the
Cross.” Since the prayer invites you to enter with Jesus into His
passion and death, it’s prayed with special fervor during the Holy
Season of Lent.
Where did this prayer originate? The answer is that it’s is
drawn from the ancient practice of making pilgrimages to the Holy
Land. In the early Church, many of our brothers and sisters travelled to Jerusalem to have
the privilege of walking in the places where Jesus walked. That is, walking in the footsteps
of the Lord. During the Middle Ages, the Holy Father gave custody of all the Sacred
Shrines in the Holy Land to St. Francis of Assisi and the Franciscan Order he founded. It
was the Franciscans who, on the Via Dolorosa (the “Sorrowful Way”), solemnly traced
Jesus’ final steps as He carried His Cross through Jerusalem to the hill of Calvary. This
route was marked with various “stations” where pilgrims paused for meditation and
prayer on what Jesus did and the love with which He did it. The popularity of this prayer
quickly grew beyond the Holy Land and, with papal approval, was made available to the
whole Church.
Praying the Stations of the Cross draws you ever deeper into the mystery of our
Redemption. That mystery was described by St. Paul in these words: “The message of the
Cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved, it is the power
of God.” (1Corinthians 1:18) For Catholics, the Cross is an enduring symbol of God’s awesome
love for us, a love that conquered sin and death forever.
Jesus Himself told the disciples: “If a man wishes to come after Me, he must deny his
very self, take up his cross, and begin to follow in my footsteps. Whoever would save his
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.” (Matthew 16:24-25)
So, praying the Stations of the Cross helps you confront darkness, sorrow, and sin in
your life in ways that free you to find new life in Jesus.
Through this prayer, you become more aware of the Lord’s presence with you in the
midst of your trials, failures and sufferings in daily life. The Stations teach you that all
these things aren’t meaningless if you let them join you more closely to Jesus. To walk with
Jesus to Calvary is to learn how your Loving Lord unites your personal sacrifices and
sufferings with His own sacrifice and suffering in the transforming power of His Cross.
The Stations of the Cross invite you to rejoice in Jesus’ love for you, a love that’s
supremely revealed in His Passion and Death. They also call you to walk with Jesus more
faithfully every day, and journey with Him through death to new life.
We are privileged to pray the Stations of the Cross at our Parish every Friday in
Lent, following the 5:30PM Mass.

LENT & YOUR SPIRITUAL
DEBT CRISIS
LENT is a good time to try to lower your
spiritual debt to God and to others. Jesus, the
master spiritual economist, calls you to change
your ways. He invites you to conversion
through the penitential disciplines of Lent:
prayer, fasting, almsgiving, and the Sacrament
of Penance or Confession.
You can’t resolve your spiritual debt
crisis, however, without alleviating your debts
of others. The Lord’s Prayer bids us to pass on
the mercy and love you receive from God, by
forgiving others as you have been forgiven. The
Gospel reserves some of its harshest words for
the servant whose debt was forgiven, but
refused to treat his debtor in kind: “His lord
handed him over to be tortured until he paid his
entire debt.”
The starting point for forgiveness is an
Act of Contrition or sorrow for our sins. The
opposite of sorrow is self-righteousness. This is
why Jesus speaks so harshly of the Pharisees,
for they refuse to acknowledge their sinfulness
in the sight of God.
The next step to forgiveness is amending
or changing your ways. Experience confirms
that there can be no real contrition without a
change of heart and life. It is your actions more
than your words that seal forgiveness.
A third component of forgiveness is
Reparation. When salvation came to Zacchaeus
he pledged to pay back fourfold those he has
defrauded. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church confirms the essential role of repairing
the damage our sin does: “Simple justice
requires as much.”

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
2018 6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
2017 6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

$7,605
$8,411

THANK YOU! WE ARE GRATEFUL TO THOSE WHO USE OUR
ENVELOPE SYSTEM. LET US KNOW IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE
OFFERING ENVELOPES THROUGH THE MAIL.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2018
5:30pm

+Massimo Bazzini (Vigil)

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2018
7:30am
9:00am
10:30am
12:00pm
5:30pm

+Mary Bennett
+Mary D’Angelo
+Kathleen Murphy
Living & Deceased Members of the Aufiero Family
+Maureen & John Kelly

PRESIDENT’S DAY—HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2018
7:00am
8:15am
12:10pm
5:30pm

NO MASS
For Our Parishioners
Living & Deceased Members of the Spinelli Family
NO MASS

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2018
7:00am
8:15am
12:10pm
5:30pm

+Marie Louise Andrei
+James John Varay
Intentions of Marie Colwell
+May Margaret Abro

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2018 ST. PETER DAMIEN
7:00am
8:15am
12:10pm
5:30pm

+Joseph & Petronella Mifsud
+Ellen Hernon
+Hugh Gormley
+Maruga Ramirez

THE CHAIR OF ST. PETER THE APOSTLE
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2018
7:00am
8:15am
12:10pm
5:30pm

+Lisa Marie Defensor
+Maureen Selskis
Intentions of Marie Colwell
+Trang Guyex

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2018 ST. POLYCARP
7:00am
8:15am
12:10pm
5:30pm

+John W. Kelliher
+Gail R. Schipski
+Kim Litzow
Intentions of Fotini Livanos

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2018
8:15am
12:10pm
5:30pm

+Elena & Frances Baldeon
+Marie Louise Andrei
+Alice Skinner (Vigil for Sunday)

Prayer Requests
FOR OUR SICK: SABRINA BERTUCCI, MURIEL BRAIND,
ROBERT ELGORT, MARY GOLDSTEIN, RENEE SOMMERS
FOR OUR DECEASED: JOHN KASSIS, LAURA MONTALBAN,
COLIN VINT
Please call the Parish House to have a Parishioner’s name placed on
this list. Check to see if someone who is ill consents to having their
name published. We only publish the names of recently deceased.

