dear Padre
Who Are the Archangels, Michael,
Gabriel, and Raphael?
Every year [on September 29] we celebrate the
Feast of the Archangels Michael, Gabriel, and
Raphael. What makes them so special among
the millions of angels that exist?
An Angel Admirer...
Dear Admirer,
First of all, let me propose a way of “understanding”
your question that’s a little different from trying to
grasp or comprehend angels in simple and logical
definitions. Rather, let us imaginatively “stand under”
their mystery in stillness, humility, and awe, not unlike
our stance before the Crucifix or the Tabernacle.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church says: “The
whole life of the Church benefits from the mysterious
and powerful help of angels. In her liturgy, the Church
joins with the angels to adore the thrice-holy God.
Moreover, in the ‘Cherubic Hymn’ of the Byzantine
Liturgy, [the Church] celebrates the memory of certain
angels more particularly (Saint Michael, Saint Gabriel,
Saint Raphael, and the Guardian Angels). From its
beginning until death, human life is surrounded by their
watchful care and intercession” (CCC 334-336).
Each of the angels you mention appears in Sacred
Scripture. Interacting dramatically with people like
Tobit, Mary, or Daniel, these angels’ identities are less
important than their roles. They are primarily
meant to offer several glimpses into the mystery of
God, whose emissaries they are. Then, and now,
they stir us to “stand under” the communicating,
healing, and protective nearness of God.
Gabriel’s marvelous and challenging messages
to both Zechariah and Mary, found in the Gospel of
St. Luke, dares us to believe that we, too, can know
God personally. We can trust God’s messages to us,
as well as our ability to interpret them.
Raphael, Tobit’s guardian and healer, is a
promise of our own experience of God’s provident
protection. God has power over evil and guides us
safely in our travels, illnesses, and encounters with
temptation.
Michael, is the great protector of the Jewish
people in the Book of Daniel and of the Church in
the Book of Revelation, particularly in their
community encounters with evil. We can be
confident that we, too, “stand under” God’s
personal protection, even amid the often-terrifying
darkness of our personnel and community lives.
Fr. Thomas Santa, CSsR...

The Sanctuary Lamp
The Sanctuary Lamp near our...
Tabernacle burns this week
In Loving Memory of

MARY & JOHN JENNERJAHN

Blessings &
Best Wishes
to Fr. Benjamin
After Columbus Day, Fr. Benjamin Doh Gawu
is leaving our Parish to return home to Ghana,
having finished his studies in Rome at the
Pontifical University of San Anselmo.
During July, August and September, Fr. Benjamin
has been a blessing to our Parish Family.
On the Altar, in the Confessional, through
Spiritual Counsel, and in many other ways,
Fr. Benjamin faithfully assisted members of
our Parish Family to know Jesus better and to
love Him more. We are grateful for the way
he generously shared the gift of his
Priesthood with us.
Father goes home to Ghana with our prayers
and a warm invitation, “See you next summer!”

Fall

Coffee Hour
After the 12:00 Mass
Sunday, October 22nd
In the Parish House

FROM THE DESK OF
MONSIGNOR DOUGLAS J. MATHERS
My Dear Parishioners,
In her spiritual autobiography, The Story of a Soul, St. Thérèse of
Lisieux writes: “Sometimes when I find myself spiritually in a
dryness so great that I cannot produce a single good thought, I recite an Our Father……
very slowly. This prayer … consoles me. (It) nourishes my soul.”
Printed below is a line-by-line reflection on the Our Father that draws on the
spiritual wisdom of St. Thérèse.
You can use it, like St. Thérèse, when you encounter spiritual dryness, and also
at any time you want to nourish your soul by growing in love for the Lord.

 When my faith is weak, Lord, teach me to pray:
“Our Father who are in heaven.”
 When I’m inclined to forget about You, Lord, teach me to pray:
“Hallowed be thy name.”
 When I feel pessimistic about my life and about the state of the world, Lord,
teach me to pray:
“Thy Kingdom come.”
 When I have difficult decisions to make, and am tempted to take the easy way
out, Lord, teach me to pray:
“Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”
 When I complain about little upsets and forget that millions of people are poor
and hungry, Lord, teach me to pray:
“Give us this day our daily bread.”
 When I’m worried about my sins, and find it hard to forgive those who sin
against me, Lord, teach me to pray:
“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”
 When I’m troubled by temptation, Lord, teach me to pray:
“Lead us not into temptation.”
 When I find it hard to cope, Lord, teach me to pray:
“Deliver us from evil.”
 When I’m preoccupied with myself and my own glory, Lord, teach me to pray:
“For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours, now and forever.”
“Heavenly Father, teach me to go on confidently asking, to go on joyfully seeking, and
to go on hopefully knocking at the door, so that the good things You want to give me
may be mine. I make my prayer through Christ the Lord. Amen.”
Sincerely in Christ,
Monsignor Douglas J. Mathers

SAVE THE DATE!
Our Parish Bible Study

“Panorama
of the Old Testament”

5 Tuesday Evenings
October 10 , 17 , & 24 &
November 7th & 14th
th

th

th

6:30pm to 8:00pm in St. John’s Parish House

Includes Prayer, Small Group Discussion
& Video Presentation
$25 Study Guide/Commentary (One Time Charge)
For More InformationCall 917.945.6668
REGISTRATION 6:15pm Before the Sessions

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2017
5:30pm

+Louis R. Keller (Vigil for Sunday)

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2017
7:30am
9:00am
10:30am
12:00pm
5:30pm

+Michael Visconte
+Gabriel Fajardo, 1st Year Anniversary
+Guido & Agnese Bettini
+Louis R. Keller
+Veronica Haggerty

COLUMBUS D AY
MONDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2017 HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
7:00am
NO MASS
8:15am
+Andrea Stuppia
12:10pm
Intentions of Christian Ehrhardt
5:30pm
NO MASS
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2017
7:00am
+Pablo Pascual
8:15am
+Robert Trombetta
12:10pm
+Julia Valdivia
5:30pm
+Cristina Valdivia

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2017 ST. JOHN XXIII
7:00am
8:15am
12:10pm
5:30pm

+Louise Planz
+Erminia Codiglia
+Donald F. Menagh
+Anna Lippis

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2017
7:00am
8:15am
12:10pm
5:30pm

+Michael Fein
+Maria Valdivia
+Marmion Hendrix
+Marion Buttigieg

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2017
7:00am
8:15am
12:10pm
5:30pm

For Our Parishioners
+Richard M. Cashin
+Fatima Gotauco
+Estelle & Peter Iannuzzi

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2017 ST. CALLISTUS I
8:15am
12:10pm
5:30pm

+Paul Lochak
+Leolino & Edgar A. Maglasang & Gary Margulis
+Marion Buttigieg (Vigil for Sunday)

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Prayer Requests

2017 TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME $8,093

FOR OUR SICK: SABRINA BERTUCCI, MURIEL BRAIND,
ROBERT ELGORT, MARY GOLDSTEIN, PEG KIELY, GRACE PLANK
FOR OUR DECEASED: LOUIS KELLER, VERONICA MALUENDA,
MARIA ROSCIGNO, FRANCES ROSCIGNO

2016 TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

$8,165

THANK YOU! WE ARE GRATEFUL TO THOSE WHO USE OUR
ENVELOPE SYSTEM. LET US KNOW IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE
OFFERING ENVELOPES THROUGH THE MAIL.

Please call the Parish House to have a Parishioner’s name placed on
this list. Check to see if someone who is ill consents to having their
name published. We only publish the names of recently deceased.

