MASS
PRAYERS
IN LATIN
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY & LAMB OF GOD

The Sanctuary Lamp
The Sanctuary Lamp near our...
Tabernacle burns this week

IN THANKSGIVING

SANCTUS, SANCTUS, SANCTUS
Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus
Dominus Deus Sabaoth
Pleni sunt cæli et terra gloria tua.
Hosanna in excelsis.
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini
Hosanna in excelsis.

AGNUS DEI
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,
dona nobis pacem.

A Prayer for the

Ascension
of the Lord
Look on me, Lord,
and let all the darkness of my soul
disappear before the beams
of Your Brightness.
Fill me with Your Holy Love,
and open to me the treasures
of Your Wisdom.
I seek Your Face,
turn Your Face to me
and show me Your Glory.
Then my longing will be satisfied
and my peace will be complete. Amen.
St. Augustine of Hippo

MAY

IS THE

MONTH

OF

MARY
“Rest assured that the
more you turn to Mary in
your prayers, meditations,
actions and sufferings…
the more surely you will
discover Jesus.”
—Saint Louis de Montfort

Our Lady—Undoer of Knots
(In May, the Month of Mary, I am happy to comply with
parishioner requests to reprint the following article.)
My Dear Parishioners:
In 1986, when Pope Francis was studying for a doctorate in
Germany, he visited the Church of St. Peter am Perlach in
Augsburg. He saw a painting in the Church of Our Lady untying
the knots in a white ribbon, and was inspired by the story behind it.
That story took place in 1612, and concerns the marriage of a couple
named Wolfgang and Sophie. They were miserable, unhappy and
on the brink of divorce. Nevertheless, they met with a priest at St.
Peter’s, Father Jakob Rem, to try to save their marriage. At their
last meeting, Wolfgang gave the priest his wedding ribbon. In those days, it was the custom to tie
the right hands of a bride and groom together with a red ribbon as they stood before God’s altar
on their wedding day. This ribbon symbolized the unbreakable bond of their Catholic marriage.
Father Rem lifted up the couple’s red wedding ribbon to an image of Our Lady and, while untying
the knots in it, he prayed: “I raise up the bond of marriage, that all knots in it be loosened and
resolved.” While Father prayed, the unknotted ribbon miraculously became bright white. This was
a sign that, through Our Lady’s powerful intercession, Wolfgang and Sophie’s marriage would be
saved!
Devotion to Our Lady as the “Undoer of Knots” is relatively recent. It’s only been around
for about thirty years. When he was Archbishop of Buenos Aries, Pope Francis was instrumental
in bringing this devotion out of obscurity and popularizing it Argentina. From there, the
devotion spread to Brazil and it is now expanding throughout the entire Catholic world.
When Pope Francis consecrated the world to Mary, the Mother of God in October 2013, he said:
“Mary’s faith unties the knot of sin (cf. Lumen Gentium, 56). What does that mean? The
“knot of disobedience”, the “knot of unbelief”.
When children disobey their parents, it can be said that a little “knot” is created. This
happens when the child acts with awareness of what he or she is doing, especially if there is a lie
involved. At that moment, they break trust with their parents. How often does this happen!
Then the relationship with their parents needs to be purified of this fault; the child has to ask for
forgiveness so that harmony and peace can be restored.
Something of the same sort happens in our relationship with God. When we do not listen to
Him, when we do not follow His will, we do concrete things that demonstrate our lack of trust in
Him—for all this is what sin is—a kind of spiritual knot is created deep within us. These knots
take away our peace and serenity. They are dangerous, since many such knots can form a tangle,
which gets more and more painful and difficult to undo.
But nothing is impossible for God’s mercy! Even the most tangled knots are loosened by His
grace. And Mary, whose “yes” opened the door for God to undo the knot of ancient disobedience,
is the Mother who patiently and lovingly brings us to God, so that He can untangle the knots of
our soul by His Fatherly mercy.”
What are some of the knots in your life that cause you difficulty or pain? Are you willing to
bring those knots to Mary and let her help you untie them?
Sincerely in Christ,
Monsignor Douglas J. Mathers

dear Padre
What does “there but for the
grace of God go I” mean?
Could you explain the phrase, “There but for
the grace of God go I?”
We all have our natural talents and abilities.
We have our strengths and our weaknesses.
It is part of the virtue of humility to know
the truth about ourselves. However, our
natural abilities are finite and limited.
Because we are finite and limited, we
sometimes fail to do the good we would like
to do, or we might even sin because we have
not judged a situation correctly. However—
thanks be to God—grace builds on nature.
So if you are open to God’s grace, you have
divine assistance in overcoming some of the
finite effects of your human nature. This
doesn’t mean you can fly like Superman. But
it does mean you might be able to judge a
situation more clearly; have insight into
what is right, good, and true; or that you
might have a renewed inner strength.
So when a person uses this phrase, he or she
isn’t saying that the person they’re speaking
about isn’t open to God’s grace, instead, they’re
acknowledging that without God’s help in
their own lives, they could be in the same or
worse situation due to their own weakness.
That’s why all of us need to be open to the
grace of God working in our lives.
—Fr. Don Kirchner, CSsR

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
2017 FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

$6,672

2016 FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

$7,129

THANK YOU! WE ARE GRATEFUL TO THOSE WHO USE OUR
ENVELOPE SYSTEM. LET US KNOW IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE
OFFERING ENVELOPES THROUGH THE MAIL.

SATURDAY, MAY 20, 2017
5:30pm

+Basilia Virella (Vigil for Sunday)

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
SUNDAY, MAY 21, 2017
7:30am
9:00am
10:30am
12:00pm
5:30pm

+Mary Jennerjahn
For Our Parishioners
MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA
Living & Deceased Members of the Aufiero Family
+Rev. Anthony Dell’Anno

MONDAY, MAY 22, 2017 ST. RITA OF CASCIA
7:00am
8:15am
12:10pm
5:30pm

+Marie Louise Andrei
+Randolph Baird
MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA
+Julie Palmisano

TUESDAY, MAY 23, 2017
7:00am
8:15am
12:10pm
5:30pm

+Gail R. Schipski
Intentions of Msgr. Dermot R. Brennan
+Marie Roscigno
+John Curran

WEDNESDAY, MAY 24, 2017
7:00am
8:15am
12:10pm
5:30pm

+Marie Louise Andrei
Catholic Church in China
+Marie Roscigno
+Elena & Frances Baldeon
(Vigil of the Ascension of the Lord)

SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
THURSDAY, MAY 25, 2017 HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
7:00am
8:15am
12:10pm
5:30pm

+John W. Kelliher
Catholic Church in China
+Ethel Talabovich
+Herbert Anderson

FRIDAY, MAY 26, 2017 ST. PHILIP NERI
7:00am
8:15am
12:10pm
5:30pm

+Rose & Andrew Gull
+Inge Hormann
Intentions of Rev. James P. Connolly
+Letizia Saggers

SATURDAY, MAY 27, 2017 ST. AUGUSTINE OF CANTEBURY
8:15am
12:10pm
5:30pm

+Rose & Andrew Gull
+Marie Louise Andrei
+Paula Longo (Vigil for Sunday)

Prayer Requests
FOR OUR SICK: SABRINA BERTUCCI, MURIEL BRAIND,
ROBERT ELGORT, MARY GOLDSTEIN
FOR OUR DECEASED: ANDREW F. ACKERS, KATHY CROSBY,
MARIE PUCCI
Please call the Parish House to have someone’s name placed on this
list. Check to see if someone who is ill consents to having their
name published. We only publish the names of recently deceased.

